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Every artist longs for the definitive subject to paint,
the one that captures a moment in time, hoping
that viewers will put themselves there. Mine is the
Resurrection. The one act in history that separates
Christianity from every philosophy, every religion,
and stops the mouths of every critic of Christ. Some

may choose to ignore it, but none can deny it.

continued on page 14
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Two years ago, the Museum
of Biblical Art in Dallas, Texas,
asked me if I would consider
painting a mural on the theme of
Jesus’ resurrection. After praying
and summoning up the courage
to face such a task, I agreed. My
only solace was in knowing that
God had promised me many
years ago that He would hold
my hand whenever I painted.
Knowing that the God of the
universe is with you is what
caused David to confront Goli-
ath, Elijah to stand alone against
400 crazy prophets, and is what
sustained Jesus when faced with
the cross.

Taking my cue from Hebrews
12:1, I envisioned Christ emerg-
ing from the tomb with many
heroes of the faith waiting for
Him. These Old Testament faith-
ful were able to see the One who
fulfilled what they could only
have dreamed of!

On a more practical note, |
have to laugh when I think of

how God loves to go against
the grain of our comfort zone.

I paint on a mechanical lift that
raises a small, unsteady platform
quite high off the floor. For as
long as I can remember, I have
been terrified of heights! Isn’t
that just like God to make us
face the very thing that proves
He’s bigger and stronger than
our fears? No question who is
going to get the glory from such
an assignment!

The mural required extensive
preparation. Every costume for
each model was hand-made.
Every prop for the photography
(for reference to paint from)
was professionally made. The
tomb was custom sculpted for
me by the same people who had
worked on such films as Indiana
Jones. I even solicited the help of
four prominent Christian paint-
ers. Thomas Blackshear posed
as Abraham, Michael Dudash
as Isaiah, Morgan Weistling as
David, and Chris Hopkins as
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John the Baptist. The reason for
all the effort? Whatever we, as
artists, put our hand to, ought to
be the best for our King! To Him
belong the best efforts, time and
talent we possess. No one else
should get better treatment for
the greatest message of all!

When I look at the finished
mural today, I see in the details
reminders of God’s guidance.
You might miss some of these
messages at first glance.

Notice the rock beginning to
crack under Christ’s feet due to
the earthquake. Look up to the
top right of Noah and see the
dove flying across the rock. On
Moses’ belt in Hebrew are the
words “I AM.” (Jesus used those
words to describe himself in John
8:58.) On the angel’s swords are
the letters for Alpha and Omega.
On the top of the swords is the
Star of David. Notice the “keys
of death and hell” tied on Christ’s
belt. The three kneeling figures
are David, Esther and Daniel
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“To Him belong
the best efforts,
time and talent
we possess.

No one else
should get better
treatment for
the greatest

message of all!”

... royalty bowing to the great-
est of all kings! In the right top
background is Mount Calvary,
also known as “the place of the
skull.” You can see the hint of a
rainbow above reminding us of
the promises of God.

With any of my paintings, my
prayer is that viewers will have
a personal encounter with Jesus
Christ as their Savior. Friend,
have you met Him? Has the
Resurrection brought you new
life? You can discover that life

today. €

RON DIiCIANN!I is an internation-
ally recognized artist. His paint-
ings depicting the four cardinal
doctrines of the Assemblies of
God are on permanent display at
the Fellowship’s headquarters in
Springfield, Mo.

Prints of this mural are available
at TapestryProductions.com. A
portion of the proceeds from
Pentecostal Evangel readers will
be donated to Bibles for African
Pastors (an AGWM initiative).

OF SALVATION

To know God and be ready for heaven, follow these steps:

A.Admit you are a sinner.
“There is no one righteous, not even one ... for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.” Romans 3:10,23 (See Romans 5:8; 6:23.)

Ask God'’s forgiveness and repent of your sins.
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:13 (See Acts 3:19.)

B. Believe in Jesus (put your trust in Him) as your only hope of salvation.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (See John 14:6.)

Become a child of God by receiving Christ.
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” John 1:12 (See Revelation 3:20.)

C.confess that Jesus is your Lord. | =
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9 (See verse 10.)

For further help, contact the Assemblies of God
church near you.

If you would like someone to pray with you concerning your deci-
sion to follow Jesus Christ, please contact the church indicated
on the back cover or call:

1-800-4PRAYER

Assemblies of God National Prayer Center
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